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MESSAGE FROM THE INDIANA OKINAWA KENJINKAI PRESIDEN T 

Greetings, 
                                            
Hope you and your family members are all keeping well and that April 
showers brought you May flowers and most of you are busy planting 
"goya", "naabera", "chiburu" and other Okinawan veg etables. 
 
Heartfelt gratitude to guests from far away and to all IOK members, 
their families, friends, and to all performers: odori, Eisa, Karate, 
pianists, Koto, sanshin and their chorus group.  Each one of you 
contributed to  make this year's event a very pleasant one.  Jeff Takoch 
dedicated his song "America, the Beautiful" to Lieutenant George Noah, 
son of James and Tsuyako Noah, stationed in Japan, and to all military 
personnel of the past, present, and future.  Those who were/are in 
service rose and the entire audience applauded them.  We all 
experienced a very solemn time.  We thank you all for your service to 
protect the country and to Jeff for giving us such a wonderful occasion.  
 
Thank you to all of you who brought such delicious dishes.  I was told 
that food was plentiful and Yoko Condon-son's elegant flower 
arrangement prepared the table for enjoying these wonderful meals.  
 
Special thanks to Naoko Clark-san for taking full responsibility over 
odori group and subsequent wonderful performances.  We are also 
greatly indebted to Yoko Hughes-san and Dee Allen-san for working 
with Chimuganasa children.  Little ones, and, of course, experienced 
performers, surely energized the entire audience.  Thanks a million, 
children!!!!!  You were so, so wonderful!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Since 2010 is the year of Tora (Tiger), Yoko Condon-san wanted to 
present a rose to many guests born in this Tora year, but only Mitsu 
Bergdoll-san and Len Coppola-san were presented with official Tora 
roses.  Congratulations! 

Request:  If you have items you don't mind donating to sell at garage sale on 7/31 picnic, please bring 
them and donate.  Thank you in advance. 
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Many thanks to all of you who came the day before to set up the Center and to all who stayed late to 
clean up the place.  Each one of you played important roles to make this event an enjoyable party.  If we 
miss one role, it will not run smoothly.  So, as I can't name each of you in writing, please do know that 
you are, each of you, very much appreciated and hope that you will continue to assist with Kenjinkai's 
activities and duties in 2010 and beyond.  
 
Heartfelt thanks to Megan Ishikawa and her international friends for dancing with us and helping with 
cleaning up!  Please come next year also!!! 
 
We welcome new members to IOK.  They are:  
Setsuko Chandler, Yoshimi Fuqua, and Martin Vaughan.  
 
Thank you also to all of you who renewed your membership for 2010. 
 
Farewell to Kiwako and Kayoko 
Kiwako Kawamori and her family went back to Japan. 
Kayoko Lawson and her family moved to Rockville, MD in the middle of May. Best wishes to them all in 
their respective new places. 
 
Thomas Ward-san went to Okinawa for additional Karate certificate(?) in April.  Hope you had a very 
fruitful and enjoyable stay. 
 
Several people enjoyed winning some very nice door prizes.  Many thanks go to all of you who donated 
items for door prizes.  
 
On April 18, 2010, 22 members, friends, and Mitsu Bergdoll-san's two grandchildren gathered for lunch 
at the restaurant "Journey" in the northern Indiana polis.  We were to reflect on our New Year's Party, 
but, as we were seated at three different tables and other group was at other side of the room, discussion 
was simply impossible.  We just had a very good lunch and enjoyed time together. 
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Change of season tends to bring cold and allergy problems.  Please take good care of yourself and your 
family members and let's get together and share good time and delicious meals on 7/31/2010!  
Masako K. Uthuppuru 
          
Please contact us for any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 
            
 Masako K. Uthuppuru 
           E-mail:masakokina@hotmail.com 
 812-339-5430 (tel)   
 Yoko Condon 
            E-mail: yokoindy@att.net 
 317-882-1638 (tel) 
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��Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai 2010 New Year’s Party 

The Chicago Okinawa Kenjinkai 2010 New Year’s Party was held on 
March 6, 2010.  Four Indiana Okinawa Kenjinkai members drove to Chicago 
without getting lost due to an outstanding chauffeur.  The Party was attended 
by a large crowd with a lot of young people. The food and entertainment were 
superb.  We had the pleasure of sitting and visiting with Deputy Consul 
General, Consulate General of Japan at Chicago. 
The EISA by children was greeted with roaring applause.  The two little girls  
were center stage front as the curtain was opened.  The youngest one seemed 
to be little bit perplexed at first, but when the music began, she performed well 
and impressed the audience. 
 
 Michigan New Year’s Celebration 
 
It rained most of the day in Michigan, but it did not dampen the festivities 
inside at the Michigan Okinawa Kejinkai 2010 New Year’s Party.  Once again 
we were greeted  with great hospitality, food, and entertainment.  Everyone 
enjoyed the dancing, EISA performance, Karate demonstration, and the 
music.  We are looking forward to Michigan again next year.����

Okinawa Tomono Kai of Ohio 15th Anniversary  
 
The Okinawa Tomono Kai of Ohio held its 15th Anniversary Celebration on 
May 1, 2010. Several IOK members attended.  Professional performers put on 
a fantastic show and we all enjoyed the catered lunch & entertainment at the 
Ohio Wesleyan University. 
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Samantha Matthew Hannah Kailee 

necessary paperwork.  Her mother was behind her in every step of preparation and her father was always 
making sure Mariko-san heard the word "ganbatte" every day.  
 
We hope that she will help promote international exchange between Okinawa and those of Okinawan descent 
outside the island.  Upon arrival in Okinawa, her aunt and uncle made sure she was comfortable in her new 
place.  April 12th marked her first day of class and she was appointed a "team leader" to help other Kempi 
recipients to settle into campus.  She even gave a speech to a large crowd during orientation and set the stage for 
their year long studies.  She will study at the University of the Ryukyus. 
 
Mariko-san will return to USA  in February of 2011.  Until then, "ganbatte, Mariko-san" is sent to you from all 
IOK members.  

Kempi Scholarship  
 
This year, IOK members are very delighted and proud to have our very first Kempi 
Scholarship winner, Mariko Cook-san.  She is a daughter of Edward and Satoko 
Cook of Daleville, IN.  IOK has sent three high school students (grand children) to 
attend the Junior Study Tour Program in the last five years, but Mariko-san is the 
very first to go for a full year, all expense paid scholarship study. 
 
She was in her sophomore year at Indiana University, Bloomington, when busy 
application process began.  She spent many challenging  
months to prepare for her college work and necessary Kempi preparation:trips to 
Japanese Consulate in Chicago, visits to her doctor, writing essays, and finishing up  

�

GRANDPAPA’S CORNER 
 

Butch Barker’s (Ayako) Grandchildren and Great- Grandchildren 
 

They are Amber, age 25, Courtney, 24, Samantha, 11, Matthew, 8, Kailee, 6, and Hannah, 3. Kailee and Hannah 
are the Great- Grandchildren and their mother is Amber. Amber is Ron Barker’s oldest daughter and the sister 
of Samantha and Matthew. Courtney is the daughter of Margie Barker. Confused? Sorry about that…but now 
you know who everyone is in the Barker family. 
 
Amber is employed with National City Bank and Courtney is employed with the Moose Lodge #17. Samantha is a 
5th grade student at Lakeside Elementary and enjoys being a Girl Scout and going camping. Matthew is a 2nd 
grade student at Lakeside Elementary and enjoys being a scout, going camping, and playing with his “Bakugan” 
collection. 
 
Kailee is in Kindergarten at Maple Ridge Elementary and enjoys Barbie Dolls and Hannah Montana. She loves 
and enjoys her little sister Hannah. Hannah enjoys just about everything including eating Chinese food and her 
collection hunting trophies, such as Deer Heads, especially the Buck. She also likes Bambi! 
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INDIANA OKINAWA KENJINKAI 
P.O. Box 502203 
Indianapolis, IN  46250-2203 
www.indiana-okinawa.net 
indyokinawa@sbcglobal.net 


